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The delta of the Po river contains the 
most complex national system of wet-
lands. Vast portions of these wetlands 
have been reclaimed. The remain-
ing damp areas that have not been 
reclaimed have been used for exten-
sive fish-farming, whose first principle 
is the breeding of fish in its natural 
environment. A fundamental aspect 
for the preservation of these areas is 
then the continuation of fish-farming 
and consequently the involvement of 
all the subjects that have taken up this 
activity. In Veneto these wetlands are 
under private ownership. In Emilia-Ro-
magna, instead, the “Valli di Comac-
chio” are 90% public owned and 80% 
of it is used for fish-farming. The aim of 
this project in which both the private 
and the public sections cooperate is 
the preservation of the sites of Rete 
Natura 2000. The project recognizes 
the value of extensive fish-farming as 
a productive activity that has con-
tributed to the preservation of these 
wetlands, whose interest for biodiver-
sity is extraordinary.

Context
Concrete 
              approaches

Valli di Comacchio: to improve the 
water flow in the two main basins, 
Valle Fossa di Porto and Valle Magna-
vacca, by digging deep underwater 
channels. The resulting sediments will 
be used for the creation and restore 
of sites suitable for nesting of birds. 
The ancient Rise of Pugnalino will be 
restored to facilitate nesting. 
Valle Bagliona e Ca' Pisani: to impro-
ve the water flow and to build new 
rises for avifauna.
Sacca di Scardovari: to improve the 
water flow, as well as to create and 
restore nesting areas. The approach 
is always the same: the materials 
obtained by dredging the channels  
are used to build  new  rises.

To preserve in good state the 
wetlands of the Po river delta thus 
providing a good habitat for diffe-
rent species of birds, reptiles and 
amphibious animals that inhabit it.
To initiate a shared process whereby 
the private and public sections coo-
perate in preserving the sites of Rete 
Natura 2000.
To maximize the water flow in the 
delta. 
To convert about 8,7 hectares into 
nesting areas.
To create new sites for the reproduc-
tion of herpetofauna (reptiles and 
amphibious animals).

Aims of 
          the project 

Ca' Mello e Bosco Nordio: to create new 
ponds suitable for reproduction of herpeto-
fauna. In particular, in Ca' Mello will be created 
new sites for the reproduction of sternas, by 
creating ponds where water lilies can grow 
and by creating new artificial sites, to facilitate 
the reproduction of kingfishers, some of these 
new sites characterized by vertical slopes.
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